[Complaints following treatment of common acute eye diseases].
The aim of the study was to determine the duration of symptoms in patients treated in the emergency room at Glostrup Hospital for acute eye-trouble. Nine common diagnoses were selected for the study. All patients seen during a 2 1/2 month period were asked to complete a questionnaire one week after the consultation. Those who did not return the questionnaire, and cases where the diagnosis was changed by a doctor in the days following the consultation, were excluded. The final material comprised 422 patients. 28% did not have any complaints after the consultation. 50% were free of symptoms within 24 hours and 75% within 48 hours. 10% had symptoms for more than a week. Cases of infectious conjunctivitis and trauma to the eye (without intrabulbar lesion) had the highest risk of developing symptoms after the consultation. The lowest incidence of complaints was seen among patients in whom a foreign body was removed from the cornea or conjunctiva. The longest duration of symptoms was seen among patients with infectious conjunctivitis. Cases with a foreign body on the cornea or conjunctiva or trauma to the eye (without intrabulbar lesion) had a slightly longer duration of the symptoms when a corneal tear was present. Patients with photoelectric conjunctivitis and conjunctivitis caused by chemical products had the shortest durations of symptoms. Patients with pain should be treated with analgesic tablets as the pain-relief after application of local anaesthetics was brief. Only half of those who had a prescription for chloramphenicol used this for as long as it had been recommended. Compliance was better to ointment than to eye-drops.